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Abstract: The Arab region continues to face deeply rooted challenges
stemming from political fragmentation, ideological divisions, and
foreign interventions all of which have hindered efforts to establish a
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- Regional stability
- political mediation
- Arab rapprochement Iraq holds a unique and pivotal position in this regional dynamic.
:IEZ%'O”""' conflicts Its geographic location connects the Levant and the Gulf with the

broader Arab world; its diverse ethno-sectarian composition reflects

political tensions.
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ARTICLE UNDER THE cc By License  the pluralistic fabric of the region; and its post-2003 political

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/a.o  transformation has enabled a degree of diplomatic re-engagement and

regif)r}al o_utrea_ch. Iraq’s experie_nce in man_aging internal c_livisioqs, its
BY participation in Arab summits, and involvement in regional
cooperation frameworks such as the “New Levant” initiative position

it as a potential mediator and consensus builder among Arab states.

This study explores Iraq’s tools and capacities to perform this bridging
role through flexible diplomacy, multilateral dialogue, and proactive
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engagement with both converging and conflicting actors in the region.
It also addresses the major obstacles impeding this role, including
internal political instability, limited institutional capacity, and external

influences shaping Iraq’s foreign policy.

Ultimately, the paper argues that despite its challenges, Iraq has the
potential to contribute meaningfully to Arab political rapprochement
and regional stability provided there is a coherent political will and
institutional support to strengthen its diplomatic agency.
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Conclusion:
The findings of this research highlight a set of insights and conclusions that

underscore the importance of political rapprochement and dialogue as a viable path
toward achieving stability in the turbulent Middle East. The analysis has shown that
estrangement and zero-sum conflict among regional powers have produced nothing
but recurring cycles of instability, whereas attempts at dialogue and reconciliation
though relatively recent have already yielded positive indicators of an improved
regional climate.

This is illustrated most clearly in the case of Saudi-Iranian relations, which
shifted from open escalation after 2016 to a constructive negotiating track that
culminated in the announcement of the restoration of diplomatic ties in 2023. This
development immediately contributed to reducing tensions in several regional
arenas, including Yemen. On another front, Iraq has emerged as a positive regional
actor adopting a quiet diplomacy aimed at bringing rivals to the negotiating table
rather than the battlefield. This approach has earned Iraq increasing regional and
international respect, while simultaneously strengthening its internal stability by
distancing it from polarizing regional axes.

Nevertheless, the conclusion does not overlook the real challenges that still
stand in the way of solidifying political rapprochement. Building trust between long-
standing adversaries requires time and sustained commitment, in addition to the
possibility of resistance from regional or international actors whose interests may be
undermined by an atmosphere of reconciliation due to considerations of dominance
and influence.

In light of the above, the conclusion affirms that the research hypothesis has
received substantial support: political rapprochement represents a promising and
necessary approach for achieving regional stability, but it is not a single, magical
solution. It must be complemented by parallel economic, social, and security
pathways in order for the gains of stability and peace in the Middle East to become
deeply rooted and sustainable in the long term.
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