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dimensions. This reshaping aims to enhance sustainability
Keywords: requirements and mitigate increasing climate risks. The study also
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- Saudi Arabia developing frameworks for policy formulation and implementation,
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8 T. A. Shehri, «Saudi Arabia's Climate Change Policy and the Circular Carbon Economys»,
International Journal of Climate Policy (2023) «DOI/
at:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14693062.2022.2070118.
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1 United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) ««Restoring land and wildlife in Saudi
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2 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Status of Ratification
of the Convention, accessed September 15, 2025,
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8 UNFCCC, Saudi Arabia: Third National Communication under the UNFCCC (Bonn:
United Nations Climate Change Secretariat, 2016).
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This study demonstrates that climate change is no longer merely an
environmental challenge, but has become a political, economic, and developmental
issue that directly impacts public policy in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries, particularly in Saudi Arabia. Climate change, with its associated rising
temperatures, water scarcity, and increasing environmental pressures, has
necessitated a re-evaluation of traditional development models based on high energy
consumption and extensive reliance on fossil fuels.

The study also shows that in recent years, Saudi Arabia has moved towards
adopting policies and strategies more aligned with the concepts of sustainable
development and environmental governance. This has been achieved through
launching environmental initiatives and modern development projects, promoting
reliance on renewable energy, and developing legislative and institutional
frameworks related to the environment and climate change. This reflects a gradual
shift in the nature of Saudi public policy from a traditional approach focused on
rentier economic growth to a more balanced approach that considers both
environmental and developmental dimensions.

However, addressing climate change in the Gulf region continues to face a
number of challenges related to the nature of the oil economy, high consumption
rates, and the need to develop the legislative and institutional framework. This
necessitates continued governmental and regional efforts to promote sustainability
and achieve a balance between development requirements and environmental
protection.

Conclusions

1. The study demonstrated that climate change has become a direct factor
influencing the formulation of public policies in the Gulf, and is no longer an
environmental issue isolated from political, economic, and developmental spheres.
2. The study revealed that the traditional development model, based on oil and fossil
fuels, has contributed to increased environmental challenges and higher levels of
carbon emissions in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.

3. The study showed that Saudi Arabia has witnessed a significant shift in its public
policies towards the concepts of environmental sustainability and green
development, particularly within the framework of Saudi Vision 2030.

4. Recent initiatives and projects, such as the Saudi Green Initiative and NEOM,
have contributed to strengthening the environmental dimension within the Saudi
development planning process.

5. The study revealed ongoing challenges related to high rates of energy and water
consumption, and the need for further development of the legislative and
institutional framework for environmental governance.
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