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Abstract: The relationship between water consumption behavior and water

Article history: security in lraq extends beyond the service dimension to broader political,

- Received 26 March.2026 economic, social, and security dimensions. Water security in lIraq is no
-Received in revised form 6 April. 2026 longer solely dependent on the adequacy of available water resources, but is
'_’?i‘r’]‘;ﬁpgfodoifé Q?r:;iioffne. 2026 also determined by the nature of water use patterns, 'Fhe efficiency of water
- Available online: 31. June .2026 management, and the ability of the state and society to control waste,

pollution, and poor distribution. Iraq is among the countries most reliant on
Keywords: _ water imported from outside its borders, at a time when the effects of
:\?vgpesrusn;glrjgf;awor population growth, urban expansion, deteriorating infrastructure, the
- Iraq persistence of traditional irrigation methods, and weak public awareness of
- water resources management the value of water are intensifying, in addition to regional pressures resulting
- public policies. from the policies of upstream countries. Therefore, the decline in water
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share of water without a corresponding efficiency in production or
management.
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Conclusion:

The research concluded that the relationship between consumer behavior and
water security in Iraq during the period 2020-2025 was direct and decisive. Water
security declined not only because of the decrease in external water inflows, but also
due to the continuation of inefficient patterns of domestic water use at both the
individual and institutional levels. The analysis demonstrated that the Iragi system
suffers from a clear duality: a water resource exposed to increasing regional
pressures, alongside an internal management system that still suffers from high
levels of water losses, weak pricing policies, inadequate measurement systems, the
dominance of traditional irrigation methods, and uneven environmental protection.
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